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Pine Tree by the Sea 2 
Sepia ink on card  
4 x 6ins /10.2 x 
15.2cm 550

BRIDGET MACDONALD

The link between literature and the visual arts has been a characteristic feature of Macdonald’s work over 
the past 30 years.  She has used the classical literary concept of the pastoral as a framework on which to 
build her particular way of working with landscape. Her own farming background and present life in the 
country around the Malvern Hills are blended with references to Virgil, Claude, Poussin, Samuel Palmer et 
al to make an allusive and resonant mix of the real and the imagined. As Sheila McGregor wrote in a 
catalogue essay, ‘It is the tension between things observed and things remembered, between the 
immediacy of a specific visual stimulus and a process of retrospective distillation, that gives her work its 
power’. 

The lighthouse at St. Catherine’s Point on the Isle of Wight, which lay just beyond the farm where she was 
born, recurs in her work, accurately rendered but also associated with an archetypal tower.
It is important to Macdonald that her paintings sometimes hint at the darker realities of loss, 
dispossession and death which have always been part of the myth of Arcadia.

Formally her work reflects her abiding interest in the art of the Italian Renaissance and she employs 
certain techniques absorbed from her study of that period – in the paintings thin glazes create deep 
pools of shadow, and contrast with light filled skies; in the drawings the feeling for light and dark is 
typically achieved through the use of charcoal ranging from velvety black through silvery mid tones to the 
contrasting white of the paper.

Born in 1943 on the Isle of Wight, Bridget Macdonald trained in Fine Art from 1983 to 1987. Since then 
she has built up a career which has been marked by major solo exhibitions in public galleries such as 
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Worcester City Art Gallery, Derby Art Gallery, The Rotunda Gallery at 
Birmingham University, and QuayArts on the Isle of Wight. She has also shown regularly with Art First 
since its inception. In 2011 three of Macdonald's key landscape paintings of the Malvern Hills and the Isle 
of Wight were acquired for the House of Lords' new building at 1 Millbank.



Crows in the September Orchard, 2019 
Oil on linen 
30 x 40ins/ 76.2 x 101.6cm

5,500
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Hawthorn and Oak, 2019 
Oil on linen  
14 x 18ins/35.5x46cm
£1,700
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Pine Tree and Lighthouse, 2020
Oil on linen 
18 x 18ins/ 45.7 x 45.7cm
£2,000
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Herefordshire Lane in May,  2020 
Oil on linen 
20 x 20 ins/ 50.8 x 50.8cm 
£2,500
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September Flood, 2015 
Oil on linen
30 x 50ins /76 x 127cm
£6,000



The Midsummer Mare, 2017 
Charcoal on paper 
32 x 48ins/ 82 x 122cm 

5
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The Prague Hare, 2015 
Charcoal and graphite on paper
32 x 48 ins/81 x 122cm

5 0
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Bull in a Flowering Meadow, 2010 
Charcoal on paper
48 x 60ins /122 x 152cm

7 5
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Arcadian Shepherd, 2011
Charcoal/graphite on paper 
32 x 48 ins/ 81 x 122cm

5 0
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Tree and Magpie, 2011 
Charcoal on paper
32 x 48 ins/ 82 x 122cm
£5,000



Summer Cattle, 2015
Oil on linen
40 x 50 ins/103 x 127cm 
£6,500
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Sea Green with Magpies, 2013
Oil on linen 
40 x 45 ins/102 x 114cm 
£5,500
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